
Introduction
• The COVID-19 pandemic hindered 

efforts to prevent fatal opioid overdoses.
• COVID-19 also exacerbated overdose 

mortalities in Ohio in 2020.
• Fatal overdoses rose by 70.6% the week after a national 

emergency was declared.1

• Community Naloxone distribution is an intervention technique 
shown to increase the odds of opioid overdose recovery through 
bystander administration of naloxone.

• Bystanders are an important part of combating the opioid epidemic 
in Lucas County, Ohio.

Objectives
• Examine the trends in opioid-related 

deaths in Lucas County, Ohio, from 

2019 to 2022

• Investigate the distribution of naloxone 

kits in Lucas County from 2019 to 

2022

• Assess the change in opioid overdose 

death rates in relation to the impacts of 

COVID-19 isolation.
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Conclusions and Discussion
The COVID-19 pandemic significantly impacted efforts to 

curb opioid overdose deaths in Lucas County, Ohio. The 

alarming peak in fatal overdoses, following a national 

emergency declaration in 2020, highlights the need to 

address intertwined public health crises. 

The decline in fatal opioid related overdoses in 2021 and 

2022, suggests a complex interplay of factors. Increased 

naloxone kit distribution from 2019 to 2022 supports the 

importance of community-based interventions and 

bystander involvement. 

Our findings indicate a temporal association between 

naloxone distribution and declining overdose deaths, 

emphasizing the effectiveness of community-level 

interventions. The concentration of deaths in the second 

quarter of 2020 warrants further exploration for targeted 

interventions during vulnerable periods.

Our study underscores the dynamic nature of opioid-related 

trends in Lucas County influenced by the COVID-19 

pandemic. The observed patterns in overdose deaths and 

naloxone distribution emphasize the need for continued 

vigilance, community engagement, and responsive public 

health strategies to mitigate the consequences of opioid 

misuse.
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