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INTRODUCTION

« Medication for opioid use disorder
(MOUD) is an effective treatment to
reduce mortality related to opioid

overdose and improve health outcomes. * N=99

» Significant moderate relationship
between political ideology, intent
to treat and continue to treat.

« No significant relationship
between religious ideology, intent
to treat and continue to treat.

« Primary care specialties most
common.

» Over 80% of participants agree
and strongly agree they intend to
prescribe and continue MOUD

» Physician clinical practice and medical
treatment are influenced by personal
values such as religion and politics.

« Studies have shown stigma as a barrier
that prevents patients from receiving
treatment. Medical students are in a
unique position to receive early training
and improve treatment practices.
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o This study investigates third year
medical student’s intent to prescribe
MOUD and associations with their
religious and political ideology
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METHODS
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« Developed survey and shared with 125
students.

 Distributed by gr code and online link.

» Assessed religious and political ideology
and intent to treat.

» Gathered demographic information
including specialty of interest.

« Descriptive analysis was conducted to
summarize all research variables.
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Figure 1. The association of participant
political ideology and intent to prescribe.

Figure 2. The association of participant
political ideology and intent to continue
MOUD. Number 1 indicates liberal ideology
and 7 indicates conservative ideology.

Number 1 indicates liberal ideology and 7
indicates conservative ideology.

DISCUSSION

« Majority of students identified as liberal
and somewhat religious.

» Many students intend to treat with
MOUD in their future practice which
contributes to reduced mortality and is
ideal prescribing behavior.

« Most students interested in primary care,
which serves as a means of access for
diagnosis and management of OUD

 Limitations include: small sample size,
challenging to determine if students will
prescribe MOUD in the future.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This project was 100% supported by the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration, United States
Department of Health and Human
Services grant number H79T1085526.
The content is solely the responsibility of
the authors and does not necessarily
represent the official views of the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration.

REFERENCES

1Mauro PM, Gutkind S, Annunziato EM, Samples H. Use of Medication for Opioid Use
Disorder Among US Adolescents and Adults With Need for Opioid Treatment, 2019.
JAMA Netw Open. 2022;5(3). doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.3821

2. Kagrup AK, Sgndergaard J, Christensen Rd, et al. Religious values in clinical practice
are here to stay. J Relig Health. 2020;59(1):188-194. doi:10.1007/s10943-018-0715-y
3.Austin EJ, Chen J, Briggs ES, et al. Integrating opioid use disorder treatment into
primary care settings. JAMA Netw Open. 2023;6(8)

. doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2023.28627. PMID: 37566414; PMCID: PMC10422185
3.Cernasev A, Kline KM, Barenie RE, Hohmeier KC, Stewart S, Forrest-Bank SS.
Healthcare professional students' perspectives on substance use disorders and stigma:
a qualitative study. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2022 Feb 27;19(5):2776. doi:
10.3390/ijerph19052776. PMID: 35270468; PMCID: PMC8909966.



